
Great prizes to be WON! 

L A W Y E R S

= A person 
who can see!

+

Friday 27th February 2004

National 
‘SUNNIES’

for Sight Day

glarefoi l

your workplace can help give 
sight to people in East Timor & 

the Western Pacific

Name of Workplace:                                           

Address:

Tel:                                       Email:

Contact Person:

To register fax: 03 9816 1512 or www.icee.org

Trained Eyecare Personnel Affordable Glasses People Who Can See+ =

Globally, up to 6 million people are blind
 simply because they don’t have glasses!

For a gold coin donation
absolutely everybody can: 

Wear sunglasses to work OR

make a designer fun pair 

I C E E

S I G H T
g i v i n g

ICEE - Global Office
Level 4 Rupert Myers Building 
University of  New South Wales 

Sydney NSW 2052 Australia
Tel: +61 2 9385 7435   Fax: +61 2 9385 7436

Tel. 1300 664 233
Email: icee@icee.org

  ABN. 86 081 872 586 

ICEE - Africa
Department of  Optometry 

University of  Durban-Westville Private Bag X54001
Durban 4001 Republic of  South Africa 

Tel: +27 31 204 4088   Fax: +27 31 204 4666
Email: icee@iceeafrica.co.za

I C E E  N e w s l e t t e r  2 0 0 3  C h r i s t m a s  E d i t i o nw w w . i c e e . o r g

$5 = A Pair  of  Glasses!$5 =  A Pair  of  Glasses!
Glasses for 1 person    =  $5

Glasses for 5 people    =  $25

Glasses for 10 people  =  $50

Glasses for 20 people  =  $100

Glasses for 50 people  =  $250

Or dare to dream $

   M a k i n g  a  D o n a t i o n  t o  I C E EM a k i n g  a  D o n a t i o n  t o  I C E E
ICEE receives little government funding. You can make donations to ICEE by cash, cheque 
or credit card. In Australia, all donations of  $2 and over are tax deductible. Upon receipt of  
your donation ICEE will forward you a letter of  thanks and a tax-deductible receipt. Our
programs are directly dependent on the generosity of  our supporters. Your contribution will 
allow ICEE to train more eyecare personnel, facilitate more eye examinations and make more 
glasses available in countries that are in desperate need of  eyecare.

Tel: +61 3  9816 1542  / 1300 66 42 33
Email: donations@icee.org

On Line: www.icee.org

�

Please charge my Credit Card

Please find attached my cheque made payable to ICEE

Card No:

Please mail to PO Box 2274, KEW VIC 3101

ICEE is proudly supported by I-Media Communications

To print, envelope & post this newsletter costs ICEE less than AUD $1

Expiry date:               /                    Signature: 
(Please print clearly)

Mr/Mrs/Ms   First Name:

Last Name:

Address:

Suburb:                                                      State:                    Postcode:  

Contact No:          Mob            Work           Home

Email:                                                                
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Spectacular Specs (frames) and Hoya Lens Australia (spectacle lenses) have just given ICEE 
a real boost with the donation of  more than 39,000 frames and 6,000 lenses. Hoya’s Craig 
Chick together with Lou Udovitch, from Spectacular Specs recently made a visit to ICEE 
global office at the University of  New South Wales to present the lenses and frames to ICEE 
Board Member, Professor Brian Layland.

Professor Layland stated that “In many parts of  the world spectacles are simply so expensive 
they are out of  reach of  the vast majority of  the population. In Vanuatu, a country of  some 
200,000 people, spectacles are often more expensive than they are in Australia. A similar 
situation occurs in many parts of  the Pacific. ICEE trains the eyecare personnel and equips 
them to begin to tackle the eyecare needs of  the country. A vital element of  the solution is 
the provision of  affordable spectacles”. 

Presently, ICEE provides many of  its programs with what are referred to as ‘ready made 
spectacles’. These are standard low cost glasses that are produced in bulk, and have the same 
power in each lens eg -2/-2 or +5/+5. While these correct the refractive error of  up to 80% 
of  people, the remainder require individualised “made to order” spectacles. This is where 
donated lenses and frames can be useful. There is still a lot of  work to be done 
in establishing sustainable, efficient workshops and systems to deliver high 
quality, affordable made to order spectacles in the developing world.  
ICEE is currently developing a model of  made to order
spectacle production and delivery for Timor and elsewhere. 
ICEE recognises and is grateful for the support of  Hoya 
Lens Australia and Spectacular Specs.

NB: Please note that although ICEE does not 
use recycled or second hand frames or lenses, 
stock donations (with inventories attached) 
will be gratefully accepted.  To be useful, we 
request that these meet particular specifications.
Please contact us if  you require more information.  

I C E E  S c h o l a r s h i p  
P r o g r a m

Project:  East Timor Nurses Trained at LV Prasad     
 Eye Institute, India

Sponsor: Paul Brown Optometrist, South Australia

Paul Brown is sponsoring two East Timorese nurses to undertake a 
one-year training program in Vision Techniques at LV Prasad Eye 
Institute (LVPEI) in India. ICEE is proud of  its partnership with 
the Institute, which is a leading eyecare facility with expertise in 
eyecare training, research and development and prevention of  
blindness activities. The course at LVPEI has a strong emphasis on
mastering clinical techniques through hands-on learning, and the 
nurses will be provided with extensive practical experience 
in identifying and treating eye conditions that closely 
mirror what they will face on their return to East Timor.
“I am thrilled that ICEE is co-ordinating such a
program that can make such a difference, I commend 
ICEE for such an initiative – let’s make a difference.”
Paul Brown Optometrist

Welcome to the Christmas edition of  the ICEE 
Newsletter. It has been a hectic year filled with 
many significant achievements. Allow me to draw
your attention to a few developments.

ICEE Scholarship Program

I am proud to report on the ongoing success of  
the ICEE Scholarship Program. This program 
invites optometric practices and companies to 
directly sponsor ICEE education projects.  To 
date, there has been sponsorship of  the develop-
ment and delivery of  eyecare education modules, 
and the training and equipping of  specific eyecare
personnel. In most instances these training activi-
ties occur ‘in country’. However, on occasions, 
the training may more usefully occur through 
international placements such as at LV Prasad Eye 
Institute in India. For these, ICEE works to ensure 
that the trainees are appropriately supported during 
their time away from home. 

ICEE is passionately committed to education, as it 
is an integral component of  developing sustainable 
local capacity in eyecare. Typically, we work closely 
with the Ministry of  Health in a given country, 
and through them identify personnel for training. 
ICEE has developed a comprehensive curriculum 
that provides nurses and other mid-level health 
personnel with competency based eyecare
training that results in skilled practitioners who can 
immediately serve the community in which they are 
located. ICEE views skilled mid-level personnel as 
the backbone of  effective eyecare services in many 
parts of  the developing world. 

The vision and recent generosity of  some of  
Australia’s leading optometric practices - Paul 
Brown Optometrist; OptiWear; and Kosmac & 
Clemens Optometrists - have permitted ICEE’s 
Scholarship Program to continue to flourish and 
deliver on-the-ground results. 

Vision CRC

The launch of  the Vision CRC was an exciting 
event that marks the beginning of  a new chapter 
in vision research and education for Australia and 
the world. ICEE is a core partner in this major
international centre and is looking forward to
contributing to the Centre’s programs in vision care 
delivery and education.

National Sunnies for Sight Day

Following the extraordinary success of  the 2003 
campaign, ICEE will be conducting the next 
“National Sunnies for Sight Day” on Friday 27 
February 2004. All Australians are invited to
participate by either wearing sunglasses for the 
day or by creating their own designer fun pair in 
exchange for a gold coin donation. All funds go to 
supporting ICEE’s East Timor and Western Pacific 
eye projects. I encourage all of  our supporters to 
get their local school, community group, business 
or workplace involved in this wonderful initiative.

Message from the Chair   

Professor Brien Holden OAM
Chairman of  ICEE

Australia’s Vision For The World  

Project:    Eyecare Training in Tuvalu, 2004

Sponsor:  OptiWear, Western  Australia

Tuvalu is a remote country with a small
population of  just over 10,000.  In March 2004 
ICEE will conduct primary eyecare training for 
one nurse from each of  the nine atolls of  Tuvalu.  
“It is in the Pacific that I see ICEE being able to 
make an extraordinary contribution, to be able to 
assist in delivering quality eyecare into a country 
in desperate need is indeed a privilege.” Garry 
Fitzpatrick, OptiWear

Project:   Eyecare Training in Vanuatu, 2004

Sponsor:  Kosmac & Clemens Optometrists, Victoria

Vanuatu has a population of  200,000. However, the country is served by just one
optometrist. In April 2004, as part of  the national eyecare plan, and in conjunction with 
the national ophthalmologist Dr John Szetu, ICEE will train eye-nurse practitioners to train
village-based nurses in primary eyecare and screening techniques.  “This is just so important, 
we have placed our entire five practices right behind this.  We have developed our own ‘Sight 
for Sight’ program and a television campaign in Central Victoria. We are determined that it will 
succeed and we are in it for the long term. We aren’t walking away.” Ed Kosmac, Kosmac & 
Clemens Optometrists.

Kosmac & Clemens
O P T O M E T R I S T SV
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In  Kind Contr ibution
ICEE is grateful for the wonderful contributions many individuals and organisations make to 
help us achieve our mission. ICEE and Christian Blind Mission International (CBMI) have 
a partnership agreement to ensure all equipment donated (providing it meets appropriate 
quality standards) goes directly to eyecare projects around the globe. In 2003 ICEE received 
significant donations from the following optical groups:

Alito Soares de Araujo and
Joaozinho Fernandes Da Cruz

(Hoya Lens Australia)

+ =
(Spectacular Specs)

National Sunnies for Sight Day Campaign Launch

All ICEE supporters are warmly invited to attend

 ‘A Gala Dinner’

To celebrate the official launch of National Sunnies for Sight Day-2004

A spectacular fundraising event 

featuring entertainment, parades, auctions & prizes

a sumptuous three  course dinner including all beverages

Monday 9 February, 2004

Plaza Ballroom

Regent Theatre

Collins Street, Melbourne

Dress: Black Tie / Evening Wear

Tickets: $120

Single or Group Bookings Welcomed

Bookings/Enquiries:

ICEE Hayley McDonald

Tel: 1300 66 42 33    E-Mail: h.mcdonald@icee.org

In an international first, the Vision Cooperative 
Research Centre (CRC) has brought together 
38 Australian and international institutions and 
organisations to target vision care. ICEE is a core 
partner in this exciting endeavour, the largest vision 
research collaboration of  its kind in the world.

The Vision CRC was officially launched in Sydney 
on October 30 by the Australian Government 
Minister for Science, the Hon Peter McGauran. 
“The Vision CRC is tackling many aspects of  
global vision needs and the opportunities created 
will have a major impact on Australia’s science and 
industry, and the vision of  people throughout the 
world,” Minister McGauran said.

Vision CRC is challenging some of  the biggest 
problems now facing many countries in vision 
and eyecare – myopia (short-sightedness) and

presbyopia (age-related difficulty in near focus).  
The Vision CRC also has education, vision care 
delivery, and business growth programs that will 
aim to eliminate the social and economic burden 
of  avoidable vision impairment; and improve the 
well-being of  a great many people.  ICEE will take 
a leading role in research into vision care delivery. 

Dr Nag Rao, Head of  the LV Prasad Eye Institute 
in India and President-elect of  the International 
Agency for Prevention of  Blindness who 
attended the launch, echoed the comments of  
Dr Serge Resnikoff, Head of  the World Health 
Organisation’s Blindness and Deafness Programs, 
saying that, “The impact of  the Vision CRC and 
Australian leadership in the science of  vision cor-
rection and eyecare delivery will be felt around the 
world.”
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A Formula 
for Change

Lou Udovitch and Craig Chick with Professor Brian Layland
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