OPENING ADDRESS FOR WORLD CONGRESS ON REFRACTIVE ERROR

Distinguished guests from Governments, partner organisations such as WHO,IAPB, WCO, ICO, SSI,CBM, OEU, ORBIS, FRED HOLLOWS,  Industry colleagues and friends

The International Center for Eye Care Education (ICEE) is proud to host the inaugural World Congress on Refractive Error and Service Development and extends a very warm Africa and Durban welcome to you all. We have been overwhelmed by the response to this conference and the enthusiasm that many of you have shown thus far. Today more than 650 delegates have gathered in Durban to address one of the key public health challenges of our times, uncorrected refractive error. Besides being the first of its kind globally, this conference has attracted a cross range of professionals and organisations which augurs well for future inter-professional collaboration.  Furthermore we are also privileged to be able to host the delegates to the African Council of Optometry Meeting.

Uncorrected Refractive Error is one of the leading causes of avoidable blindness and visual impairment in our world. By eliminating unnecessary blindness and vision impairment caused by refractive error we can dramatically improve educational opportunities, employment and quality of life for millions of people. 
The establishment of the WHO Refractive Error Working Group, the inclusion on the Vision 2020 task force of NGDOs and professional bodies focusing on refractive errors, and a series of population based studies on refractive error in children, has focussed attention on refractive errors. Given the lack of services there needs to be an active engagement of individuals and organisations involved in refractive error to ensure that a comprehensive, sustainable and effective strategy is developed to address global needs. Furthermore the sharing of experiences to ensure the widest duplication of successful strategies in terms of infrastructure development, service delivery, human resource development and research can only assist in accelerating access to refractive services. It is our wish that this conference will serve as the ideal platform for this interaction and exchange. ICEE is indeed humbled by the opportunity to provide this forum. 
ICEE has taken a leading role in global refractive error solutions, and has developed extensive links to other eye care professionals, NGDOs, governments, community and research groups. ICEE is also a core partner in the Vision Cooperative Research Centre (Vision CRC), which involves some of the world’s leading organisations in vision research, education and delivery. This conference is yet another step on a long journey that we have embarked on. 
I hope that over the next three days we can identify the key challenges facing us in relation to Refractive Errors, formulate innovative strategies and solutions, devise methods to wisely use our scarce resources and most importantly have a lot of fun doing so. The emergence of a declaration that encapsulates various strategies is going to be key to our efforts in advocate for greater support not just for Refractive Services but blindness prevention efforts in general. 


Welcome and enjoy our lovely country and its people. 

Prof. Kovin Naidoo
Congress Chair

